
www.nwlcc.org                                                                                     twitter: NthWst 
 

 

Quiet Time Series 
 

Christmas 2011 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-West-London-Christian-
Church/244155125617768 
 
 

Date Passage Person 

25th December Luke 2:1-7 Leon Watkins 

26th December Luke 2:8-20 Danny Makinson 

27th December Luke 2:21-40 Steven Steele 

28th December Matthew 2:1-12 Melonae Thomas 

29th December Matthew 2:13-18 Penny Cox 

30th December Matthew 2:19-23 Dodi Wright 

31st December Luke 2:41-52 Isabelle Agerbak 

1st January Luke 3:1-23 Malcolm Cox 

http://www.nwlcc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-West-London-Christian-Church/244155125617768
http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-West-London-Christian-Church/244155125617768


1 
 

Christmas Day    
Leon Watkins 
 

Great Expectations - Matthew 1:17 -24 
 
First of all, Happy Christmas! Here it is, the day 
everybody seems to have been waiting for since the 
start of November (well, if you have small children or 
work in a shop, anyway). Perhaps you’re  reading  this  
before  things  are  going  to  get  underway,  it’s  still  early,  
there are presents to unwrap, friends to call or facebook, 
and family to arrange and lots of preparation to do. 
Perhaps  you’re  reading  this  whilst  taking  a  break  from  
the hustle  and  bustle  of  the  day.  Perhaps  you’re  reading  
this in the evening, feeling tired from a busy day, or, for 
some,  sad  that  you  couldn’t  be  with  a  loved  one  on  this  
special day. 
 
But one thing is for certain, today is Christmas. And 
Christmas is a special day. But why is it special? 
 
I’m  sure  everybody  reading  this  is  fairly  clear  that  the  
real  significance  of  Christmas  isn’t  about  stuffing  
ourselves with food or snoozing on the sofa afterwards, 
or  about  how  many  presents  we  got.    I’m  sure  that  we’re  
aware that  Christmas  isn’t  about  giving  presents  to  other  
people, spending time with our family, or giving to those 
in  need,  good  though  these  things  may  be.  I’m  sure  that  
if we were asked about what Christmas was about, most 
of us would happily assert that Christmas is all about the 
birth of Christ. But what really was the significance of 
the birth of Jesus, both at the time and to us today? 
 
Today’s  passage  gives  us  the  bare  facts  – Jesus was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, was to be called Jesus, 
and was going to save the people from their sins. The 
second  name  he’s  given  is  Immanuel,  which  we’re  told  
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means  “God  with  us”.  The  real  story  about  Christmas  is  
the fulfillment of an almost impossible expectation. 
 

Do you remember being a child at Christmas? For some 
of us,  we  don’t  need  to  remember  as  we’ve  got  kids  who  
have been reminding us for what seems like months! As 
we grew older, we got more and more excited about 
Christmas, because, for most of us, it meant one thing – 
getting presents. And if we were really lucky, it was 
about getting things we really wanted – things  we’d  
been asking our parents or grandparents for ages, but 
weren’t  quite  sure  if  we  were  going  to  get  it  until  that  
fateful Christmas morning when we impatiently 
unwrapped our gifts, and, if we were lucky, got what 
we’d  been  craving  for.  Perhaps  not  all  of  us  got  what  we  
wanted for Christmas every year, perhaps some of us 
never got what we wanted – but the vast majority of us 
had this in common – we wanted something for 
Christmas. As we got older, we understood that things 
were more complicated, or the things we wanted cost 
too  much  or  were  things  we’d  have  to  work  for  
ourselves, and, hopefully, Christmas moved from a time 
to receive to a time to give to others. 
 

But there is a lot to learn from that breathless 
anticipation we had as children – this is the same 
anticipation that the Israelites had when thinking about 
the arrival of the Messiah – Jesus. If we look at the 
prophesy of Isaiah 11, we see something very special 
that’s  going  to  be  delivered.  The Messiah was 
something that the Israelites yearned for, ached for, 
itched for. The Messiah was going to be, literally, the 
answer to prayer. 
 

And in Jesus, he was delivered. 
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So we celebrate the receipt of something amazing – the 
Messiah, the savior, the fulfilment of hundreds of years 
of prophesy, the promise of justice, redemption and 
forgiveness. It really is the most special gift – and one 
which allows us to look forward to something even more 
exciting, the expectation of being able to stand faultless 
and justified in the prescience of God in heaven – and 
we can wait for this with eagerness and excitement, just 
as Paul writes in Romans 8.18-25 (please read this 
amazing passage). 

 
 
Questions and Prayer Points : 
 

1. �&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�����³�7�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���W�King 
�W�R���P�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���J�L�I�W���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���L�V���������������������´ 

2. What does this gift reveal to you about the heart 
of God?  

3. What difference will this gift make to your life in 
2012? 
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Monday December 26th 2011  
Danny Makinson 
 
 

Special Shepherds receive a Special Message, 
Luke 2:8 -20 

 

Merry Christmas to you the Northwest and I hope you 
are enjoying a special time with your loved ones! 
 

�,���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���D�E�R�X�W���\�R�X�����E�X�W���,���O�L�N�H���W�R���I�H�H�O���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� whether 
it is on my birthday or on my Wedding Anniversary. It 
feels good to be appreciated and praised. Unfortunately 
for the shepherds this was not the case. In fact it was 
very difficult for shepherds to conform to the cleansing 
rituals of the Jewish customs of the day such as 
ceremonial hand-washings due to the demands of their 
flocks. Therefore they were looked down upon. It was 
not a job that a priest was allowed to perform.  
 

It says a lot to me about what God values in people 
when we read that He choose to reveal the most 
important message for mankind to these simple 
shepherds. Even those who feel undervalued, are 
valued greatly by God. What do this mean for you? 
 

I can't help thinking that this passage is somewhat 
understated by Luke when you think about what is 
happening....an Angel of the Lord appear and the Glory 
of the Lord shone around them. And then to hear an 
Angel from heaven speak! This is a dramatic scene that 
even Hollywood moviemakers could never give justice 
to. In Jewish tradition when a boy was born to a father 
the local community would arrive to play simple music. 
In verse 13 we see the heavenly Father of Jesus 
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organising something much more substantial. A whole 
heavenly host! 
 

The shepherds learn that the King of the Jews is born 
and that he is a saviour.  They are told that he can be 
found in Bethlehem lying in a manger. And they decide 
to pay this baby a visit. Their excitement must have 
been intense and infectious as they saw the baby Jesus 
with Mary and Joseph close by, just as described by the 
Angel from heaven. 
  
Mary and Joseph must have been surprised to see 
shepherds leave they flocks unattended to visit their 
baby. The shepherds shared how they received the 
message and verse 19 states that Mary pondered all 
these things in her heart. Wow!  What a lot to take in 
and how close to God Mary must have felt. What do you 
think Mary is pondering with in her heart? 

 
 
Read the questions below and ponder them in your 
heart. Pray about them.  
 
Q1 In your opinion, why did God choose the 
shepherds to receive the message?  
Q2  How  do  you  think  the  shepherds’  relationship  
with God was changed by this event?  
Q3 How did the shepherds bring comfort to Mary 
and Joseph?  
Q4 What is the lesson for you from this passage?  
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Tuesday 27th December 2011  
Stephen & Sara Steele 
 

Luke 2.21 -40 
 
Just like all other Jewish boys Jesus was circumcised 
when he was 8 days old (see Gen 17:10).  He was named 
Jesus (the name the angel had given him) which means 
�³�*�R�G���V�D�Y�H�V�´�����+�H�U�H���/�X�N�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V Jesus right away as the 
Son of God, the promised Messiah. 
 
The family went to Jerusalem to present him before the 
Lord. Simeon had been waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and was not a wealthy man materially.  However, he 
was rich in a spiritual sense. He was a righteous and spirit-
�I�L�O�O�H�G���P�D�Q�����+�L�V���Q�D�P�H���P�H�D�Q�V���³�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���R�E�H�\�V�´����
He was the spectator at the presentation of the most 
significant baby of all history. He was endued with a 
prophetic spirit and had kept the lamp of prophecy burning 
when religion was in low decline in Israel. The devout 
Simeon knew the voice speaking in the prophets of old and 
he obeyed the light that he saw. Coming in to the Temple 
he took baby Jesus in his arms and praised God. At last 
faith had been justified and Simeon could die without fear.  
 
Have our eyes seen the salvation of the Lord? Can we die 
in peace? Simeon was not afraid to declare that Jesus was 
the Saviour of the world. This was more than the letter-
learned scribes of his time had discerned. For Simeon, 
who was spirit-taught and spiritually enlightened to see the 
relevance of the Old Testament prophecies to this baby, 
�N�Q�H�Z���W�K�D�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G���Z�D�V���W�K�H���2�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�K�R�P���W�K�H��
world was to be blessed.   
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Simeon and Anna had a close relationship with God and 
listened to Him. They were not afraid to proclaim Jesus as 
Lord even though he was an infant. It might look silly or 
crazy  in  other  people’s  eyes.  But  they  knew  it  was  the  
Messiah. Simeon could finally have peace.  What about 
proclaiming Jesus as Lord in your life to your family?  Can 
you share the gospel to friends and family? Is that 
something  you’re  afraid  of?  The  question  we  could  ask  
ourselves is - have we really seen our Saviour? What can 
we do today?  How can we prepare to start 2012 with a 
new zeal and focus on our saviour. 
 

 

 
 

Questions and things to pray about  
 

1. Will we be as thrilled as Simeon when we gaze upon 
Christ at his coming? As he eagerly anticipated 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�����D�U�H���Z�H���D�V���H�D�J�H�U�O�\���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���K�L�V��
second coming?  
a. Simeon and Anna knew the infant  was Lord. 

What about us? We know Jesus is the saviour, 
�E�X�W���Q�R�Z���L�W�¶�V���E�H�H�Q�������������\�H�D�U�V�����'�R���Z�H���V�W�L�O�O���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H��
he is alive, active and coming again?  

2. What do we worry about? Why? How can God help 
us with our anxiety?  

3. �:�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���L�W���E�H���J�U�H�D�W���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���W�K�H���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U���Z�Lthout 
any fear? Make a commitment to reach out to y our 
friends and family. Who will you talk to, and when?  
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Wednesday 28th December 2011  
Melonae Thomas 
 

MATTHEW 2:1-12 
 
General Idea: This passage depicts the classic 
Christmas scene - wise men guided by a star seeking 
out the new King. We all respond to Jesus in various 
ways - the universe responded with a star, the wise men 
responded with honour, and the Jewish rulers 
responded by trying to kill Him. How do you respond?  
 
The Wise men 
“Where  is  the  new  born  king  of  the  Jews?”,  the  wise  
men asked. The Magi were not kings themselves, but 
scientists/philosophers/advisors to kings and they would 
have been well acquainted with the scriptural predictions 
of the Messiah .Their first response was to embark on a 
journey that would have taken several months to find the 
Messiah. The principle point of the visit of the Magi is, 
"We have come to WORSHIP Him" (Matt. 2:2, 11). They 
must have been quite surprised, even shocked to find 
the baby living in a small peasant house. The baby, his 
family and surroundings did not match the expectations 
they probably had of a newborn King.  Shouldn’t  they  
find him wrapped in fine linens, lying in a fancy bed 
surrounded by fancy furnishings and fancy attendants in 
a fancy palace in the capital city Jerusalem? Yet, they 
remained confident that they really had found the 
newborn king of the Jews. The wise men opened their 
“treasures”  and  offered  “gifts.”  One  need  not  explain  the  
value of gold for it is still prized today. It was used to 
adorn  and  decorate  God’s  temple  and  its  vessels- 
Exodus 25:39. Frankincense was a resin with a fragrant 
smell and when ground up to powder it could be burned 
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as incense. It was also used in divine service. Myrrh 
was a holy ingredient used in anointing oil - Exodus 
30:23 - yet another item of divine service. It was also 
fragrant and was used as perfume. Each of these three 
gifts was somehow related to the worship of God under 
the Old Covenant and was thus appropriate for the 
occasion.  Today,  under  the  New  Covenant,  we  don’t  
concern ourselves with such things as our worship is 
directed  to  be  in  “spirit  and  in  truth”  – John 4:24. 
 
Jewish Rulers 
King  Herod’s  response  to  hearing  the  news  of  Jesus’  
birth was to marshal his advisors, get the facts and 
devise  a  strategy.  “All  the  people’s  chief  priests  and  
teachers  of  the  law”  represents  the  pinnacle  of  elite  
political power. They, as a group, were the ones that 
killed Jesus in the end – Matt 27:20, 41. There are only 
two emotions mentioned in this passage – “disturbed”  
and  “overjoyed”.  The  wise  men  responded  with  intense  
joy (v 10). What a sharp contrast to the feeling of terror 
which Herod and the Jewish leaders felt. Herod was 
disturbed because here was a rival to his throne and he 
met secretly with the Magi because he already was 
planning to kill the baby boys of Jerusalem. The ordinary 
people were disturbed because they knew what 
happened when Herod felt threatened by rival claimants 
to the throne – he murdered, killed and pillaged. The 
priests and leaders were disturbed because the 
Messiah's birth threatened their political alliances and 
public positions. They missed the fact that in the baby 
Jesus would be a king who really would rule with perfect 
justice, wisdom and mercy and provide people of all the 
nations with salvation from their sins. In fact, they were 
more concerned that the presence of the Christ would 
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interfere with their power, their position and with their 
lifestyle.  

 
 
Questions and prayer points: 
 
1. What does the passage reveal to us about the 

plan of God in Christ Jesus? 
2. What practical things can we do to find joy in 

Christ? What does this look like from day to day? 
3. How are you responding to the interference of 

Jesus in your life? 
4. Things to include in prayer: worship of our 

Saviour,  being  grateful  for  God’s  perfect  gift  of  
His Son, an open heart which responds to the 
Word, a joyful heart for Christ, excitement about 
our walk with God. 
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29th December,  
Penny Cox 
 
The Escape to Egypt,  Matthew 2:13-18 
 
Consider  all  the  excitement  of  Jesus’  arrival,  his  special  
guests, including shepherds and Magi with their gifts. 
Sensational announcements were made by the prophets 
Simeon and Anna when he was presented at the temple 
(Luke 2:25-38). Then comes a different announcement 
to Joseph alone: God tells him to take Mary and the 
baby and flee to Egypt. I would imagine this came as no 
small shock to the young couple. There must have been 
frantic planning, and  speedy  exchanging  of  ‘goodbyes’  
as  they  obey  the  angel’s  advice.    We  then  hear  about  
the dreadful tragedy that befell the other children born in 
Bethlehem around that time. 
 
Mathew gives what happened here some explanation by 
recalling prophesies from the Old Testament (Hos 11:1 
& Jer 31:15). It is easier after an event to make sense of 
what God was allowing than when we are in the midst of 
turmoil.  Life  doesn’t  always  go  according  to  plan.  No  
matter how fervent our prayers, how righteous our lives, 
how  big  our  faith…  the  path  you  were  convinced  you  
were heading down may change suddenly. Challenging 
times can rock our faith and we can end up doubting 
God’s  goodness.    It  may  be  easier  to  look  back  and  see  
God’s  providence  but  it’s  a  sign  of  maturity  in  our faith 
when we can be confident in God in the midst of the 
toughest times.  The following verses from the Psalms 
of David illustrate this.  In this first excerpt David 
acknowledges he doubts God: When I felt secure, I said, 
“I  will  never  be  shaken.”  LORD, when you favoured me, 
you made my royal mountain stand firm; but when you 
hid your face, I was dismayed. (Psalms 30:6-7) 
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He is still stumbling in Psalm 42 but perhaps he is 
beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel: Why, 
my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within 
me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God. (Ps 42:11) 
 
Finally in this example, he has found peace with God 
despite his circumstances. I remain confident of this: I 
will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the 
living. Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and 
wait for the LORD. (Psalm 27:13-14) 
 
These Psalms illuminate the thoughts of this great poet.  
They can help us verbalise our own fears to ourselves, 
each other and God. Remember that whatever we may 
feel about God, his love for us is constant: If we are 
faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown 
himself. (2 Tim 2:13 ) 
 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus survived the flight to Egypt 
both physically and spiritually.  It is not clear if they were 
able to recall the prophets and apply the scriptures 
mentioned earlier to their predicament at that time. It is 
clear however from what happens later that they held 
onto their faith and convictions.  How about us? 
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Questions for thought: 
 
1. Which of your dreams and plans for 2011 did not 

come to fruition?  
2. Talk with a good friend about the effect on your 

faith of your most challenging events in 2011.   
3. What plans do you have to mature your faith in 

2012? 
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Friday December 30th 2011  
Dodi Wright   
 

Matthew 2:19 -23 
 

Yesterday we read about how Joseph took his wife and 
child to Egypt to get away from Herod who was all out to 
�N�L�O�O���-�H�V�X�V�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���W�R�O�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���W�K�H�U�H���³�X�Q�W�L�O���,���W�H�O�O���\�R�X�´��
(Matt 2:13), and they were obedient to this instruction. 
They stayed in Egypt until Herod died. At this time an 
angel of the lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
told him to take Mary and Jesus back to Israel, for those 
trying to kill the child are now dead. Joseph did what the 
angel said and returned to Israel.  
 

However, their trials were not over. There was more bad 
news.  Archelaus was reigning in Judea (the southern 
�N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�������:�K�R���Z�D�V���W�K�L�V���P�D�Q�"���$�U�F�K�H�O�D�X�V���Z�D�V���+�H�U�R�G�¶�V��
son and, if you can believe it, even more wicked than his 
father. No wonder Joseph was afraid to go to Israel. 
Once again having been warned in a dream (Matthew 
2:22b) Joseph withdrew to Galilee and went to live in a 
town further North called Nazareth.  
 

All this happened when Jesus was very young.  He was 
probably somewhere between 6 and 9 years old when 
he returned to Galilee (Herod ruled from 4BC to AD6). 
The years between birth and pre-teen were insecure, 
fraught with danger and characterised by being 
displaced.  Imagine the challenge to him of not knowing 
if he was safe, having to make new friends each time he 
moved, and learning new languages.  
 

Mary and Joseph undertook a traumatic task in the early 
days of their marriage in going to Egypt when Jesus was 
a baby and returning when he was a young boy.  I 
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cannot imagine what those two journeys must have 
been like. We know Egypt is extremely hot. What mode 
of transport did they use? How long did the journey 
take?  I would think that they could have questioned 
whether this really was God’s plan.  
 

In the light of our recent study of the book of Hebrews, I 
see Mary and Joseph as heroes of the faith. Mary 
accepted Gods plan for her by faith (Luke 1v26-38) and 
Joseph did the same (Matthew 1v18-25). How highly 
regarded by God were they to be chosen!  

 
 

Questions and prayer points: 
 
1. Do I fully appreciate what was done by Mary and 

Joseph for the safety of Jesus, and therefore for 
my salvation? 

2. In what way does their faith inspire you? 
3. What will I do differently in this festive season to 

show my appreciation for Jesus? 
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Saturday December 31st 2011,  
Isabelle Agerbak  
 

Luke 2:41-52 
 
God’s  will  comes  first 
At this point in the story we see Jesus as a young man who had 
his priorities right. Today we will see how he chose to stay and 
do  God’s  will  even  when  it  would  have  been  so much easier to 
go with his parents, save them from worry and himself from a 
telling off! Picture him, a twelve year old boy, in the middle of a 
bustling city, walking into the temple, knowing that his parents 
would be going off without him back home. It must have been 
pretty scary. For me, I know there have been many situations 
when I have chosen the easy option, when I have chosen to 
blend in rather than do the right thing, or not to share my faith. 
Yet,  Jesus  chose  to  stay,  to  do  God’s  will  and  share  his 
incredible knowledge and have an impact in Jerusalem the 
centre  of  Jewish  religion.  Later,  Jesus  says:  ‘Didn’t  you  know  I  
had  to  be  in  my  Father’s  house?’.  He  had to be there. Jesus 
didn’t  just  consider  God’s  will  to  be  a  bit  of  good  advice,  a  less  
than necessary  rule  that  was  not  really  important.  To  him,  God’s  
will  was  an  absolute  must!  He  obeyed  God’s  will  completely.  It  
was  evidently  his  priority  to  do  God’s  will,  rather  than  his  own  or  
what was comfortable - and for each of us, this is how it should 
be in our lives. 
 
When  we  do  God’s  will  we  have  impact 
This passage says that, as a result of Jesus deciding to do 
God’s  will,  ‘everyone  who  heard  him  was  amazed’  and  ‘they  
were  astonished.’  Wouldn’t  it  be  awesome  if  each  of  us  could  
have this much impact in our workplaces, schools or 
communities? Jesus had clearly impacted them in a big way 
and I can imagine that what he said challenged them and this 
was  because  of  his  decision  to  do  God’s  will.  Has  God  given  
you dreams of evangelism and fruitfulness in the coming year? 
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�:�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���I�X�O�I�L�O���*�R�G�¶�V���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W������������
�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���G�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O�����(�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P���R�I�W�H�Q���P�H�D�Q�V��
stepping out our comfort zones and therefore we cannot do it 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���W�R���G�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�Dn 
our own. 
 

�*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���R�X�W�F�R�P�H 
Pleasing God came first for Jesus: he chose to stay and do 
�*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O�����H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�U�\���K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����1�R�Z�����W�K�H���I�D�F�W��
that his parents were anxious was only a short term pain or 
hurt. Sometimes, we can be focussed on the short term pain 
�W�K�D�W���G�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���P�D�\���E�U�L�Q�J�����E�X�W���-�H�V�X�V���Z�D�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\��
focussed on the long term outcome �± that he would impact all 
who heard him and would be in favour with God and man. We 
�K�D�Y�H���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�R���G�R���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���Whe short term 
outcome looks painful or uncomfortable, which I often find is a 
difficult thing to do. Something which helps me is focussing on 
what is in store for us heaven, as no pain on this world could 
even compare to what is waiting for us there! 
 

 
Some final Questions:  
 

1. Do your prayers reflect that you earnestly want to do 
�*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O�" 
2. �:�K�D�W���G�R���\�R�X���I�H�H�O���L�V���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���I�R�U���\�R�X���L�Q���H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P��
over the next year?  
3. �:�K�D�W���S�D�U�W���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���I�R�U���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���E�H�H�Q���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J��
off doing?  
4. �&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�����µ�0�\���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���L�V�«�¶ 
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Some ideas to include in prayer: for God to reveal his will 
for you for the next week, month, year; for wholehearted 
�G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���G�R�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O�����I�R�U���*�R�G���W�R���R�S�H�Q���G�R�R�U�V���L�Q��
conversations for evangelism and reveal his will for 
evangelism in  your life; to have a heart eager to listen; for 
God to help you to look past the short term outcomes and 
to the glory of heaven.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

Sunday 1st January 2011  
Malcolm Cox 
 

Preparing for a Purpose  
Luke 3:1 -23 

 

Proper preparation is vital for any important purpose. The 
athlete who does not train will pull a muscle.  The singer who 
does not warm up their voice will lose it. The holiday that is not 
well planned will be a nightmare.  We are wise if we prepare 
spiritually for the year ahead - because God has important 
purposes in mind for us in 2012.  To do this we will look today 
at two things that helped prepare Jesus for the task God set 
before him.    
 

John the Baptist, Lk 3:1 -20 
God sent a man to prepare the ground for Jesus & his 
message. This is a very dramatic moment - the word comes to 
John in the desert and this is the spark that sets everything in 
�P�R�W�L�R�Q�����-�R�K�Q�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J���D���S�U�L�H�V�W�����K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���O�L�Newise have 
been a priest, but he is a prophet. This illustrates he was a 
man called by God to a specific task and that he was open to 
this call. John was obedient to God rather than the 
expectations of family, religion or society.  Sometimes God 
prepares us using people we do not expect. John has a very 
positive core message (vv3-6), but this is quite a contrast with 
his words that follow. Why does the tone of the message 
change? John is sifting their motives. This is a teaching 
designed to produce people who live compassionate lifestyles 
(v11), treat people fairly (v13) and to produce security and 
honesty. The images about Christ in vv16-17 are positive, but 
fire in the Old Testament was also sometimes destructive or 
refining (Malachi 3.1ff, 2 Kings 1.10ff). John is warning his 
hearers that Jesus was coming to refine them and not just the 
�*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�V�����5�L�J�K�W���D�I�W�H�U���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�J�R�R�G���Q�H�Z�V�¶���L�V���W�K�L�V���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I��
�+�H�U�R�G���E�H�L�Q�J���W�R�O�G���W�K�H���µ�J�R�R�G���Q�H�Z�V�¶���R�I���W�U�X�W�K�����U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G��
the consequences. Good news is also unsettling and just 
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�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���L�V���V�R���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���D�Q�\���O�H�V�V���µ�J�R�R�G���Q�H�Z�V�¶�������-�R�K�Q��
prepared hearts so that Jesus could have an impact on them. 
 

�*�R�G�¶�V���9�R�L�F�H�����/�N����������-23 
Not only did John speak, but here we see God speaking 
directly to Jesus. We are going to be well prepared for the year 
ahead if we plan to hear God speak to us.  First Jesus was 
obedient to baptism (something we have all done), then he 
prayed (good idea!), as a result heaven was opened, the Holy 
Spirit descended (that happened to us too) and God spoke.  
He spoke words confirming Jesus as His son, affirming his 
love for him and assuring him of his feelings for him. Jesus 
knew that his cousin John had prepared the way for him, and 
�Q�R�Z���K�H���K�D�G���K�H�D�U�G���*�R�G�¶�V���Y�R�L�F�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���K�H�D�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H��
work ahead.  What does this mean for us?  

 
 

Read and think about the questions below. Pray through 
them and prepare yourself for the year ahead.  
 
1. Why do you think God went to all this trouble to send 

John & then speak at the baptism?  
2. How do you think Jesus felt after his ba ptism?  
3. In what way has God been preparing you for 2012?  
4. What purpose(s) do you think God has in mind for you 

in 2012?  
5. �&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�����³�0�\���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q��

�L�V�������������������������´ 
 
Things to include in prayer: openness to being refined; 
�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���*�R�G�¶�V���Y�R�L�F�H�����E�H�O�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���X�Q�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
love; excitement about growing; wholehearted devotion to 
the purposes God gives you in 2012 ......  
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